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: Ot the Gentry 5 Miniſters, and Com- 


monalty of the County of 


4 KENT. 


Agreed upon the Generall Afſzes laſt holden 


for that County. 


The Copie of which Petition being delivered to 


| Judge Mallet ( who was for thart-Circuit) 
and afterwards to the Earle cf Brifcd, 


VVhich Petition being concealed from 


che Parliament by the Earle of Briſto!l and the 
laid Iudge Seals, was for the ſame 


both committed to the Tower, 
March 28, 164 2. 
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To the Honourable Houſe of Com- 


mons AſſembledinP ARLIAMENT:. 


The Humble Petition of the Gentry, MiniSters, 
and Commonnalty of the ( otinty of Kent agreed 
upon, at the geneerall Aſſizes of the County. 


Hoſt hunibly /hzweth, Boo 
wy BP oo Hat wee cannot but take notice, 
VT: mES2| how welcome to this Hono- 
WED. ' rable Houſe, many Petitions. 
Way. have beene, which yet came 
LR? | not from an Aſſembled body 

RIF | of any County (as this doth) 

| DL) we dotherefore hope to finde 
E=S_== as gentle and fayourable a re- 
ceprtion of this as any other have found of their Peti- 
tions, our hearts witneſſing unto us, as good, PEace- 
able, and pious purpolesasthe beſt, 


Theſe are therefore the true and eArdent de- 
ſeres of this County, 


+ That you will be pleaſed to accept our due and 
A'z hearty 


” ru, A.4 


Majeſties es 8& goodnes)you have obtained forus- 

2. That all Laws againſt Papiſts,be put in due ex- 
ecu ion,and an accompr taken of their d.ſarming,and 
tnatall Children of the Pap:ſts, may be brought up 
inthe reformed Religion. . 7. 

'3- Thatthe Solemne Littzrgy of the Church of 
- England (Celebrious by the piety of the Biſhops and 
Marttyis hocomanaled ir) eſtabliſht by the ſupream 
Laws of this Land, atteſted and approved by the beſt 
of all Forraigne Divines, confirmed: by the ſuſcrip- 


tion of all the Miniftry of this Land, A- Cleargy as 


able and Learned-as:any in the Chriſtian world ere 
injoycd, andw;tha holy love embraced by the moſt 
and beſt of all the Laicy,that this holy exerciſe of Re. 
ligion-may by your Authority be injoyed quietand 
free from interruptions, ſcornes,pcophanenes,threats 
and force of ſuch men, whadayly do deprave it, and 
negle&the uſe of it in divers Churches,in deſpight of. 
the Laws eſtabliſhed. 


4, That Epiſcopall Governmenr, as Ancient in: 
this Iland as Chriſtianity it ſelfe, deduced and diſper- 


ſed throughout the Chriſtian world,evenfromthe A- 


poſtolic.]lrimes,may be preſerved (as the moſt pious 
moſt prudent, and moſt ſafe Government) for- the 


peace of the Church: 


5, . That all differences concerning. Religion and. 
Ceremonies, may be referred to a.Lawfull, tree, and . 
Nationall Synod; as your Remonſtrance promiſeth, 


toa generall Synod of moſt grave,learned, pious and 
Tudicious Divines, (the proper Agents) whofe-inter- 
eſts, gifts, and callings, may quicken them in that 


gret Worke, whoſe choyce to be by all the Cone: 
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by their Reſo!utions, and the dererminarion of this 
Synod to bind us all, when you have firſtformed 
them into a Law,and this we taketo be according to 
the anci?nt and fundam-ntall Law of this Landz/con. 
fi med by Magna Charts. 

6. That ſome ſpeedy and good proviſion may be 
madc(as by his Majeſty hath been and is by ail good 
men deſired)againſt the odio:s and abominable.ſcan - 
dall of ſchi:matical and ſ-ditious Sermons and Pam- 
phlets, and ſome ſevere Law m:de againſt Lay men, 
for daring to arrogate to themſelves &to exccute the 
holy function of tne Miniſtry, who (ſome of them) 
do ſow their impious and diſcontentedDo@rin even 
in Sacred places, by abu'e of Sacred Ordinances, to 
the advancing of Hereſie, Schiſme, Profaneneſle, Li- 
bertimſme, Anabaptiſme, and Atheiſme. 

7. That if the coertive power of Ecclchaſticall 
Courts by. way of Excommunication bee-already 
abrogated,or ſhal be thought fit ſoto be,thar there be 
ſome other powerand authority ſpeedily eſtabliſhed, 
for ſupprefſing the heynous and now ſo much aboun- 
ding fins of Inceſt, Adultery, and Fornication, and. 
other crimes,and for recovering Tythes, repairing of 
Churches,Probate of Wills, Church aſſeſles, provi- 
ding bread and Wine for the Communion, & choice: 
of Chirch-wardens,and other officers in the Church 
and eſpecially for Miniſte,s, who negle@the Cele- 
bra:ing of the Holy Cyummunion, and the Pariſhio- 
ners for not receiving. 

8. Thatthe Proteſſorsof that Learned faculty of 
the Civili Law, and ( without which this Kingdome 
catinot but ſuffer manifold inconyertiences) may not ' 
tind diſcouragements, and ſo diverttheirStudies.and - * 
Profeſhons. - | 9.Thar 


EP, 1 
9. That hononr and profits the powerful encou. 
ragemenrs of inJuſtty, Learning, and Piety, may be 
preſerved without further dimination to the Clergy, 
10. Thar you pleaſe ladly to conſ1der the bleedin 
wounds of our Brethren in Ireland, - and with ſpeedy 
ſvccours endeavour to prelerve them, whereunto his 
Majcſty hath promiſed a gractous concurrence. 

11. Thar you pleaſeto frame an efpeciall Law for 
the Regulating of the Militia of this Kingdome, ſo 
;hattheSubject may know how at once to obry both 
his Majcſty and both Houſes of Parlitzment, a Law 
whereby may beleftro the diſcretion of Governors, 
:$ little as may be, butthat the number of Armes and 
what meaſure of puniſhment ſhall be inflited'upon' 
the off:ndors, may be exprefly ſetdown in the'AR, 
and notleft to any Arbitrary power, and rhat accor- 
ding to the prefident of former Lawes the offendors 
may.not be tryed out of the County. 

I2.That the Precious Liberty of the SubjeR (the 
common birth right of every Engliſhman) may be as 
in all cheſe points preſerved entire, ſointhisalſo, 
that no order of either of both Houſes not grounded 
onthe Lawes ofthis'Land, may be enforced onthe 
Subjc&;rill it be fully:enaRed by parliament. 

13. That his Majeſties gracious Meſſage of the 
20. of az. laſt, for the preſent and futureeſtabliſh- 
menrof the Priviledges of Parliament,the free ernjoy- 
ing of our eſtates andPortunes, the liberty of onr per- 
ſons, the ſecurity of.the true Religion profeſſed, the 
maintaining of his Majeſties Tuſt and Regall Autho- 
rity, the eſtabliſhing his Revenue, maybe taken in- 
to ſpeedy confiderationtheefteing whereof wil ſa- 
tisfie the defires of all gs; his faithfull and loving Sub- 
jets, 14. That 


14. That all poſſible care may be taken, thatthe 
Native Commoditics of this Kingdome,may hayea 
quicke vent,and that Cloathing, and other Manufac- 
tures may beimproved, wherein the livelyhood of 
many thouſands do conliſt, andthat Tradc may bce 
bailanced,that theimportation do not exceed the ex- 
portation,' otherwiſe it will provea conſumption of 
the Lind, 

15.That you pleaſe to frame ſome Layes concer- 
ning Depopulations, Purveyances, Cart- taking, de- 
layes in Tuſtice, Trafficke, Fiſhing in the Coaſts, Ful. 
ling earth, that our Sea Forts may be repaired, and 
our M.gazins renewed. 

16, That you pleaſe toconfiderthe generall po- 
vercy that ſcemes to ovegrow this Kingdome. 

17. Laſtly, We humbly beſeech youto conſider 
the fad condition, thatweand the whole Land are in, - 
if a good underſtanding be not ſpeedily renued be. 

tween his Majeſty and both houſes of Parliament, 
' Our hopes are yet aboveour feares, ſecurethem 
we beſeech you,God direQ and guide your conſulta- 
tions forthe removing of all diſtruſtsand Tealouſfies, 
for the renewing that tye- of confidence and truſt, 
(which is the higheſt happines)between our gracious - 
Prince,and his loving Subjects. 


eAnd you ſhall have the dayly prayers of your humble - 
Orators of the Commonalty of Kent. 

To meeteat Blacke Heaththe 29. of April, by 9.0f 

the Clocke at the furtheſt to accompany this Pettion - 

to the Parliament,1642. 
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